
I hope this newsletter fi nds everyone enjoying the remainder of summer and eager to start a new 
school year. Our campus has been very busy this summer. The elementary school hosted the Kelber-
man Center’s Awesome Days of Summer Camp for six weeks; and also held a week-long academic 
camp in mid-August for all elementary age students. This was the second year of a very successful 
academic camp in which teachers and staff  volunteer their time during these half-day sessions to 
conduct academic enrichment activities and games. Our high school was once again host to the 
BOCES run summer school for middle school age students. Despite the active buildings, our custodial 
staff  worked very hard to prepare our buildings for the coming school year. Every classroom, offi  ce 
and cafeteria was emptied, thoroughly cleaned and fl oors waxed in preparation for student arrival 
in September. Steve Parker, Facilities Director, and his staff  are to be commended for their hard work 
in maintaining a clean and safe buildings and grounds.
 If you were around the campus this summer you may have seen some work being done on 
and around the high school. Workers were busy scraping away and reapplying stucco to the second 
and third fl oor walls on the back of the high school to remedy a water infi ltration issue. At the front 
of the high school, we had the front steps completely removed and rebuilt. All this work should be 
completed prior to the start of the school year. The district is actively working with our architects, 
Ashley McGraw, to design a capital project to address various infrastructure needs. The highlights of 
a proposed project includes, but is not limited to:
• Roof replacement on parts of each school building.
• Sidewalk, driveway, and parking lot replacement and repairs.
• Renovation (potential expansion) of high school auditorium and addition/renovation of high 

school band and choir rooms.
• Construction of new offi  ce area and restroom facilities (for stadium use) at existing bus garage.
• Construction of new recess area at middle school.
• Necessary upgrades to heating and ventilation systems at each building.
• Necessary upgrades to lighting at each building.
• Installation of additional security cameras in buildings and outside.
 We hope to bring this project to a public vote later this fall or early winter.
 Our buildings have also been busy with teachers coming in throughout the summer to collabo-
rate and build upon curriculum and instructional practices to continue to meet the evolving needs 
of students. The teachers continue to adapt curriculum to better align with state learning standards 
and ensure their depth of instruction is congruent with the expectations of these learning standards. 
The building principals have spent signifi cant time revising building safety plans. The state asked all 
school districts to review and revise these plans using a state provided template to ensure greater 
consistency and continuity in our language and procedures pertaining to our emergency response 
practices. Though we have always practiced lockdowns, the state is now making lockdown drills 
mandatory, the same as we have done with fi re drills for years. It is essential to note that when we 
do run a lockdown drill that students and staff  refrain from using any electronic device to commu-
nicate that we are in a lockdown. We may go into a lockdown for a variety of reasons; however, it is 
imperative that we do not create unnecessary unrest that may hinder any emergency response that 
may be required. We need to ensure all necessary lines of communication are open for emergency 
use (too many cell phone calls can jam phone lines) and that access to our facilities are not blocked 
by parent traffi  c trying to get to their children. In the event of an actual emergency we will do our 
best to communicate with parents in a timely manner when it is safe and appropriate to do so.
 We welcome the following new staff  members or staff  in new assignments:

JamieLeigh Accordino, Middle School Math
Lyman Christensen, Grade 2 to Grade 1
Carina DeSimone, Long-Term Substitute for Jeanice Gigliotti – Grade 1
Michael Eisinger, High School Science
Amanda Hartnett, Middle School Science
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Jeanette Lewis, Laborer
Brenda Sherwood, Laborer
Constance Stayton, Grade 3

 September 2 and 3 are superintendent conference days for district staff  to prepare for the start 
of the new school year. Students will report for the fi rst day of school on September 8. All students are 
reminded to bring with them on the fi rst day the following:
• A positive attitude to do their very best over the 180 day journey of the school year. Knowing 

there will be some struggles and challenges, students should look to their past successes to draw 
strength and confi dence to aspire toward new successes.

• A willingness to accept new and greater challenges. Under the premise that failure should not 
be feared, students are asked to take risks to challenge themselves, and use set-backs as building 
blocks of learning. We learn from our mistakes, and those mistakes are what make us stronger 
students and human beings. 

• A hard work ethic with an openness to try new things. Very little of what comes easy to us in life 
started out as easy. Everybody has a work ethic, and it is something that has limitless capacity. 
Working hard takes eff ort, perseverance, courage, and a willingness to get back up and try again. 
I encourage students to get involved in our various clubs, athletics, and the arts to further grow 
the whole person inside of you.

 I believe in each and every one of our students and their capacity for success. I challenge each 
student to now believe in themselves, and encourage parents to support the attributes noted above 
in support of your children.
 I look forward to the start of the new school year. The new year is a fresh start to grow new skills, 
hone old talents, and promote growth as a student and person. I wish each student and their parents 
a most successful school year; and thank you for your continued trust and support of our district staff  
in our endeavor to prepare your children for their future.

Sincerely,

Ronald Wheelock
Superintendent    

Elementary School News

Headstart Begins

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Universal 

Pre-K Begins

Monday, September 14, 2015

Elementary School

Open House

Thursday, September 17, 2015

6:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Welcome from the 
Principal

Organizations 
Remarks 

6:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Grades K-2

7:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Grades 3-4

Elementary

School Pictures

Tuesday & Wednesday, 

October 14 & 15, 2015

CONTINUED FROM COVER

We are looking forward to another great year! The Sauquoit 
Valley Parent Teacher Organization invites all parents of 
students to join. As parents and teachers, we believe in 
the importance of school social activities, the safety of our 
children, and we are committed to a strong education! The 
largest PTO fundraiser is the Annual Fine Arts and Craft 
Show, which will be November 21 and 22 this year. We are 
grateful for help with this event and others we sponsor 
throughout the year as all funds raised benefi t the students 
and school. Sign up sheets to volunteer will be available at 
all Open Houses. Monthly meetings for the 2015-16 school 
year will be held in the Elementary School Library at 6:30 
on the dates listed! We encourage all to attend and bring a 
friend! For more information please call 839-6339, or e-mail 
Sauquoitpto@gmail.com.

Sauquoit Valley PTO Meeting 
Dates

September 10

October 1

November 5

December 3

January 7

February 4

March 3

April 7

May 5

June 2



33

Sauquoit Valley News & Views         

Sauquoit Valley Central School Music Calendar
NOVEMBER
20 & 21 

Area All-State Music Festival

DECEMBER
2 • 7:00 p.m.

High School Winter Concert 

9 • 7:00 p.m.

Middle School Winter Concert 

(grades 7, 8)  

16 • 7:00 p.m.

Elementary Winter Concert 

(grades 4, 5, 6) 

JANUARY
13

Jr. High All-County Music Festival Auditions 

FEBRUARY
4, 5 & 6 • 7:00 p.m. 

Drama Club Musical Production

MARCH
3 & 4

Oneida Jazz Festival

16 • 7:00 p.m. 

High School Pops Concert

18 & 19 

Junior High All-County Music Festival

23 • 7:00 p.m. 

Middle School Pops Concert

APRIL
15 & 16

Elementary All-County Music Festival

MAY
6 & 7

NYSSMA Solo and Ensemble (levels 1-4)

13 & 14

NYSSMA Solo and Ensemble Festival 

(levels 1-4/AS)

17 & 18

NYSSMA Major Organization Festival

18 • 7:00 p.m. 

Middle School Spring Concert (grades 7, 8)

20 & 21

NYSSMA Solo and Ensemble Festival 

(levels 5 & 6/AS)

25 • 7:00 p.m. 

High School Spring Concert

JUNE
1 • 7:00 p.m. 

Elementary Spring Concert

(grades 4, 5, 6)

School News

Title I Annual Parent Meeting
The Sauquoit Valley Elementary School is a qualifying school for 
federal Title I monies. For several years, our elementary school has 
received Title I funds to support students who require additional 
academic intervention services in reading and math. These services 
are overseen by our Title I staff  consisting of two reading specialists 
and three teacher assistants. Students, who require further 
academic intervention services in reading and math, receive regular 
instruction in their classroom and further supplemental instruction 
with our reading specialists.

Each school year, the Title I staff  conducts an annual meeting to 
discuss the nature and purpose of the Title I services provided at our 
elementary school. As in past years, this meeting will be held at the 
beginning of the elementary open house, which is typically held 
in the evening during the second week of school in September. 
Please refer to the school calendar for the actual date and time. Any 
questions pertaining to the Title I program may be directed toward 

Mr. Putnam, Elementary School Principal, at 839-6339.

High School 

Pictures 

Grades 9-11

Friday, October 23, 2015

The Sports Boosters will meet on Wednesday, September 9, 
September 23 and October 7, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. in the high 
school cafeteria. For additional meeting dates or any changes 
to the dates, please visit www.svcsd.org, click on community. 
Anyone is welcome to attend and volunteers are needed.

Save the date for the bonfi re on Thursday, October 22, 2015, at 
the Town Park.

Sauquoit Valley 
Sports Boosters

The Sauquoit Valley Central School District uses current Integrated 
Pest Management practices to reduce the use of pesticides in our 
buildings and on our grounds.  It may be necessary, however, to 
use pesticides periodically during the year.  New York State law 
requires that schools maintain a list of staff  and parents who wish 
to receive written notice 48 hours prior to a pesticide application at 
their school facility. If you wish to be included on this notifi cation 
list, please contact Steve Parker at 839-6333.  For further information 
on the district’s pesticides program, contact Charlie Cowen, Business 
Administrator, at 839-6313.

Pesticide Notification
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DATES TO REMEMBER:

Middle School Open House 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015, 

at 6:30 p.m. for grades 5, 6, 7 & 8 

Middle School Pictures 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Homework is an essential element in promoting academic success in the 
middle school. Homework reinforces new content that is learned, provides 
students with essential practice to develop mastery of new content for 
future retrieval, and it also promotes a strong work ethic in each student. 
As parents, you are encouraged to monitor your child’s progress in rela-
tion to homework and promote a positive work ethic. One tool to monitor 
your child’s homework is to check his / her daily planners every day. As 
always, you are welcome to contact your child’s teacher with any concerns 
regarding your child’s progress in school. All our teachers can be reached 
via e-mail (addresses can be found on the school website) or by calling 
the main offi  ce at 839.6371.

We hope you had a wonderful summer vacation and look forward to 
your return to school on Tuesday, September 8. The new school year 
can present some new challenges for all students. We wish you much 
success as you embark on the new school year with a positive mind set 
and strong desire to succeed in new challenges.

Midd l e Sch oo l N ew s

Schedules
Students schedules were mailed the 
second week of August and they should 
bring them on Tuesday, September 8, 
the fi rst day of school. If there are any 
questions or concerns, please call the 
guidance offi  ce at 839.6378.

Planners/Handbooks
Students are reminded to bring $3.00 
for their daily planners, which will be 
distributed on the fi rst day of school. 
The planners are a valuable organiza-
tional tool and consistent use is the key 
to a successful school year. The student 
handbook is located in the front of the 
planner. Parents are requested to read 
through the handbook and to sign and 
return the included acknowledgement.

Early Arrival
Students are not to arrive at the Middle 
School before 7:15 a.m. Students who 
are dropped off  by their parents, walk, or 
ride their bikes to the Middle School are 
expected to schedule their arrival time 
after 7:15 a.m. In the interest of student 
safety, we cannot provide supervision 
for students who arrive before 7:15 a.m.

Parents are asked to remind your child to 
wear a helmet and obey all bike/traffi  c 
safety rules when riding their bikes to 
and from school.

Walkers
Students who wish to walk home after 
school must have written permission 
from their parents or guardians. 

Homework & Student Progress

Middle School SRE/SADD Fundraiser

Beginning on November 23, the MS SRE/SADD members 

will once again be selling coff ee from the Utica Roasting 

Company. This will be their main fundraiser. The sale will last 

until December 4. 

Mrs. Purrington
SRE/SADD Advisor
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Physical Education Uniforms
Students are required to wear a PE uniform during PE 
classes. If you have not already done so, uniforms can be 
purchased for $14. For more information, you may contact 
Mrs. Philpotts at 839.6377.

Middle School & Health 
Office News

HEALTH OFFICE INFORMATION
Please Remember
Physicals in grades UPK / K, 2, 4, 7, 10, & all transfers are 
required by New York state.

Immunizations for kindergartens & transfers must be submit-
ted to the Health Offi  ce on or before September 21, 2015.  
New York state law states it is illegal to attend school after 14 
calendar days without the required immunizations.

Dental certifi cates are recommended in grades UPK / K, 2, 4, 7, 
10, & all transfers.

Please notify the school nurse if your child has had any health 
changes since the last school year.

Information Required for UPK 

 Immunizations record
 Physical
 Birth certifi cate
 Two forms of proof of residency. One must be a   
 National Grid or School/Property Tax bill. A P.O. Box is   
 not proof of  residency.
 Emergency health sheet

Information Recommended for UPK

 Lead test with results

 Dental Certifi cate
*All forms can be downloaded off  the SVCSD.org website, click on 

departments then health offi  ce.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
BREAKFAST PROGRAM
The Middle School will again be off ering a 
breakfast program for students in grades 

5-8. Breakfast is served beginning at 7:15 a.m. There will be free 
breakfast during the month of September.

Middle School Yearbook Magazine Sale

Beginning on October 15, middle schoolers will be selling 
magazines to help off set the cost of the all-color yearbook for 
this year. The sale lasts until October 29, and you can even renew 
your old magazines through us. We do appreciate any support 
that we get to help make our student generated yearbook a 
success. Also, be prepared to order a yearbook sometime in 
November. Quantities are limited, so get your order in early.
Thank you and I look forward to another great year producing 
the yearbook.

Ms. K isiel
MS Yearbook Advisor

Tobacco & Nicotine Use Prohibited on School Grounds

School News

The Sauquoit Valley Central School District is committed 
to providing a healthy, safe and tobacco and nicotine free 
environment for students, staff  and visitors. The purpose of 
Board of Education Policy #0022 is to:

• Prevent addiction to tobacco and nicotine products;
• Promote a positive, pro-active approach to eliminating 

tobacco and nicotine products on district property and at 
district events;

• Prevent students, staff  and visitors from being exposed to 
second hand smoke and vapor.

Prohibited conduct includes: all forms of tobacco and nicotine 
use (smoking, inhaling, dipping, chewing, vaporizing, etc.) and 
sale of tobacco and nicotine or associated paraphernalia by 
students, staff , volunteers and visitors is prohibited on school 
grounds (including any vehicle owned or operated by the 
district), and at school sponsored events, including events off  
school grounds, at all times including non-school hours.

Your cooperation with this policy is greatly appreciated!
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Pet Policy on School Grounds
The district recognizes and encourages the community’s use of school facilities for appropriate recreational activities.  The Board 
of Education also realizes the need to establish policy (#1026) and procedure to ensure the safety of all who utilize our facilities.  
Therefore, the following procedures are to be followed while on school grounds with pets:

• Visitors accompanied by a legal assistance animal are fully authorized to be assisted by such animal while on district property;
• District residents who walk on the district’s roads, walking paths, or property in general and are escorting a pet must obey all 

applicable local ordinances regarding the pet, have positive control of the pet by leash, and must clean up any solid wastes left 
by the pet;

• Spectators at any event on school grounds or in school buildings are not permitted to have pets with them at any time, 
including sporting events (excluding legal assistance animals; however, positive control of such animal must be maintained or 
the spectator will be asked to leave);

• At no time are pets allowed inside the fenced in area of the stadium;
• Generally, if escorting a pet on school grounds, they must be on a leash and must stay clear of all visitors attending a contest/

practice or utilizing the school grounds for recreational purposes, including but not limited to areas such as the playground, 
basketball courts, tennis courts, athletic fi elds, etc.

Your support of the safety and well-being of all visitors on our campus is much appreciated!

Clayville Library News

Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday - 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Friday - 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays - 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Services:
Public Computers Reference Materials
Current Bestsellers Daily Newspapers & Magazines
Copy & Fax Services Current Popular DVD’s & Blu-Rays
After-school Hours Wi-Fi access
New Reading Nook Ludlow Community Room

To Visit & Contact Us:
2265 Oneida Street; Clayville, NY 13322
Phone: (315) 839-5893 Fax: (315) 839-5070

www.Facebook.com/ClayvilleLibrary

Check our Facebook page for event & status updates

IMPORTANT MEETING 

FOR CLASS OF 2016

Attention incoming seniors and their families!  There will 
be a mandatory informational meeting for seniors and 
their parents/guardians on Thursday, September 24 at 7 
p.m. in the High School cafeteria. Please make every eff ort 
to be there.  We will be discussing graduation, fundraising 
and other important senior dates and deadlines. Should 
you have questions, please contact either Michelle Bab-
bie or Nicole Goodelle, senior class advisers by calling the 
high school's main offi  ce.
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Attention Freshmen Parents 

& Students
The High School held an open house for the 9th grade class 

on Tuesday, August 25, 2015. Students were invited to walk 

through the High School and familiarize themselves with the 

building. Student tentative schedules with locker assignments 

were available. Members of the Student Council were available 

to assist throughout the school.

High School Open House

Thursday, September 24, 2015

5:00-7:00 p.m.

Attention Parents
Students will be receiving a folder which will include their 

Student Handbook & Computer Usage Acknowledgement 

Form, the Extra Curricular Participation Policy – with signature 

page, Dance Policies & Procedures – with signature page, 

Photographic/Media consent form, and a “Dignity for All 

Students” informational sheet. All information should be read 

by parents & students and all signature forms returned. 

In order for students to use computers, attend dances and 

participate in extracurricular activities all forms must be returned. 

Also included is a letter to parents regarding the “No Child Left 

Behind Act” with the “Reservation of Consent” form on the back.  

This form must be returned for grades 9-12, even if returned in a 

previous year, to “opt out” of the release of information to military 

recruiters.  Without the return of this form student information 

will be released to the military. Students in grades 10-12 will 

receive their folder during class meetings and students in grade 

9 will receive their folder in Freshman Seminar class.

HS Physical 

Education Uniforms 
Reminder: Students are required to wear a PE uniform during 
PE classes. If you have not already done so, uniforms can be 
purchased through the Physical Education Department. For 
more information, you may contact Mr. Cardillo at 839-6325 or 
Ms. Roberts at 839-6326.

The high school will have an informal open house on Thursday, 

September 24, 2015. Parents are welcome to stop in and visit 

their students classrooms, at their convenience, and meet their 

teachers from 5:00-7:00. This will be an informal open house, 

therefore there will be no set schedule. Refreshments will be 

available in the cafeteria, compliments of the Sauquoit Valley PTO.

High School Counseling 
Department News

Welcome Back Students 
Mission Statement 

The mission of the Sauquoit Valley school-counseling program is 

to partner with educators, parents and the community to maxi-

mize student potential, foster academic and personal growth, 

and prepare all students to be productive members of society 

who are college and career ready.

WELCOME Freshmen! Please stop in to see Ms. Hajdasz in the coun-

seling offi  ce between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. during 

any free period. We have an open door policy, if my door is open, 

come on in! Questions about schedules, classes, personal con-

cerns etc. are always welcome.

Welcome Back and Stay on Track!!

Sophomores: Take the ASVAB (see info below), continue to do well 

in all subjects, participate in CareerZone activities, meet with Ms. 

Hajdasz to continue to form plans for after high school (college, 

work, military), participate in extracurricular activities.

• The ASVAB is on Wednesday, October 14. All sophomores will take the ASVAB un-

less opted out in writing. See the website and/or Ms. Hajdasz for more information.

Juniors: Sign up for the PSAT, research and visit colleges 

throughout the year, plan to take college entrance exams (ACT or 

SAT) this spring, meet with Mr. Scialdone regarding your plans for 

after high school (college,work, military), continue extracurricular 

activities.

 

• The PSAT is on Wednesday October 14. You must register in Guidance no later than 

October 9. It is highly recommended that you take this exam, see your counselor for 

more information.

Seniors: Welcome to your senior year of high school! Senior meet-

ings will begin at the end of September. During this time we will 

form a plan to help you reach your goals for after graduation. Par-

ents are encouraged to participate in senior conferences and may 

contact Mr. Scialdone to make an appointment. 

WEBSITE: Please check out the high school counseling website for 

valuable information regarding college visits, test dates, up and 

coming events, college/career preparation and much more. You 

can also “Like” Sauquoit HS Guidance on Facebook!

College Entrance Exam Dates: Students are encouraged to take an en-

trance exam once at the end of their junior year and once at the 

beginning of their senior year. Be sure to enter Sauquoit’s CEEB 

Code – 335060

SAT Dates : Register at www.collegeboard.org 
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ADMISSIONS

• What high school courses and entrance exams are required?
• What high school average and SAT I ACT scores are competitive 
for admission to your college?
• On what basis are applicants accepted? What criteria are most 
important?

THE COLLEGE

• Is it private, public, or church-affi  liated?
• What's the surrounding community like? Is it supportive of the 
college?
• Where do most students come from? Do most commute or live 
on campus?

ACADEMICS

• What are the degree requirements?
• What has been the success of your graduates?
• What is the job placement record for graduates in your fi eld of 
study?
• If you have an academic problem, what kind of help is available 
on campus?
• What services are available for those undecided about their 
major?
• What is the smallest, average and largest class size? Do instruc-
tors keep offi  ce hours?
• How many students in last year's freshman class returned for 
their sophomore year?

FINANCES

• What are the total costs? What do they include?
• What scholarships and other fi nancial-aid opportunities are 
available?
• What would be a typical fi nancial-aid package for a freshman?
• How much did costs increase from last year? Are any further 
increases predicted?
• Are campus or off -campus jobs available?

RESIDENCE HALLS

• What are the dorm rooms like? Are there residence hall activities?
• How well are residence halls supervised? Are there residence 
hall advisers?
• How are roommates assigned?

High School Counseling 
Department News

Peter Scialdone

Grades 11 & 12

839-6320     
pscialdone@svcsd.org

Carissa Hajdasz 

Grades 9 & 10

839-6321     
chajdasz@svcsd.org

Questions?
  Contact our 
  school counselors!

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO ASK DURING COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS 
AND AT COLLEGE FAIRS

STUDENT LIFE

• What type of cultural programming outside the class-
room is provided?
• What athletic facilities and programs are available?
• What are the fraternities and sororities like? How 
important are they on campus?
• What do students do socially on weekends?

STUDENT SERVICES

• What services are off ered through the counseling 
center?
• Can the placement offi  ce help students fi nd jobs after 
graduation?
• What types of meal plans are available? Are off-
campus alternatives nearby?
• What health services are available?
• Are there special services for minority students?
• How convenient is parking?
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SSaauuqquuooiitt VVaalllleeyy NNeewwss && VViieewwss Code of Conduct

You should never feel that it is not safe to come to school and participate in all school activities.  Students have the right to participate in 

all educational and extra-curricular activities on an equal basis; as well as, learn in an environment free of harassment, discrimination, and 

bullying.  You should never be prevented from concentrating on your schoolwork and school-related activities because another student or 

school staff  member is teasing you, making fun of you, pushing you around, or threatening you in some way, because of your race, color, 

weight, national origin (where your family comes from), ethnic group, religion, religious practices, disability, sexual orientation, gender, or 

sex, or for any other reason. 

A student may not act toward another student in a way that reasonably might make that other student feel threatened or unsafe, or that 

might reasonably make that other student unable to concentrate on their school work, because of the other student’s race, color, weight, 

national origin (where their family comes from), ethnic group, religion, religious practices, disability, sexual orientation, gender, or sex, or 

for any other reason. It is against school rules for any student or school staff  member to do this by physical actions or by verbal statements, 

including electronic messages. This kind of conduct is not allowed on school property, on school buses, and at all school-sponsored events; 

as well as, any act occurring off  of school property when such act creates or foreseeably creates a risk of substantial disruption within the 

school environment.

Should you have a harassment, discrimination, or bullying concern that you wish to report, you may do so to the following Board 

appointed Dignity Act Coordinators:

Dignity Act Coordinator School Building Phone Number

Zane Mahar
Peter Scialdone
Carissa Hajdasz

High School
High School Counselor
High School Counselor

839.6316
839.6320
839.6321

Peter Madden
Luanne Miner
Ed Ryan

Middle School
Social Worker
Middle School Counselor

839.6371
839.6392
839.6378

Mark Putnam
Paul Dischiavo

Elementary School
Social Worker

839.6339
839.6355

When responding to acts of harassment, discrimination, and bullying, the school will take an age-appropriate approach to remedy the 

situation with the goal of prevention and education; as well as, intervention and discipline in mind.  We will consider the nature and severity 

of the conduct, the developmental age of the student engaging in the conduct, the person’s prior disciplinary record, and the impact of 

the conduct on the student at whom it was directed. School employees who witness conduct that may be harassment, discrimination, 

or bullying, or who receive a report of such conduct, are required to report that conduct to the Superintendent, principal, or designated 

dignity act coordinators.  This should happen no more than one school day later.

We look forward to working with you in ensuring a safe and harassment/bullying free school environment for your child.  The full version of 

the Code of Conduct is available on our web site and a copy may be obtained from each building’s main offi  ce.  Please keep us informed 

and encourage your child to inform one of the Dignity Act Coordinators or staff  members they feel more comfortable with, when sharing 

they do not feel safe or are being harassed/bullied while at school.

Sincerely,

Ronald Wheelock

Superintendent 

Code of Conduct - Plain Language Summary
Harassment, Discrimination and Bullying is Prohibited at School
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Sauquoit Valley FoundationSauquoit Valley Foundation

2015-16 Meeting Dates

7:00 p.m. | High School Library

ACT Tests
Register at: www.act.org

Test Date Reg. Deadline

Sept. 12 Aug. 7 

Oct. 24 Sept. 18

Dec. 12 Nov. 6

April 9 March 4

June 11 May 6

*It is recommended that 
students take college 
entrance exams at the end 
of their junior year and 
at the beginning of their 
senior year. Please contact 
Guidance or visit the 
Guidance website for more 
information.

SAT Tests
Register at: 

www.collegeboard.org 

Test Date Reg. Deadline

Oct. 14, 2015 Sept. 3, 2015

Nov. 7, 2015 Oct. 9, 2015

Dec. 5, 2015 Nov. 5, 2015

Jan. 23, 2016  Dec. 28, 2015

Mar. 5, 2016  Feb. 5, 2016

May 7, 2016  April 8, 2016

June 4, 2016  May 5, 2016

September 14, 2015
October 5
November 2
December 7

January 4
February 1
March 7
April 4

May 2
June 6
July 11
August 1

September 12, 2016

WHAT: The Sauquoit Valley Foundation is 
a private non-profi t independent 
organization that continually builds 
a pool of charitable funds to be used 
to fund projects/programs within 
the school and the community. 

WHO: A Board of Directors and the 
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Corresponding 
Secretary manage the Foundation fund. 

WHERE: Meetings are the fi rst Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the high school library. 
All are welcome, please check our website for updates or further information on 
upcoming events. 

HOW: Funds are raised by alumni contributions, family and memorial tributes, engraved 
bricks for our Community Walkway, annual golf tournament, periodic fundraisers, 
estate planning contributions, and the endowment fund. 

PROGRAMS and PROJECTS: The following projects are funded by the Foundation on an 
ongoing basis. The “Read to Succeed” program gives one book a month to all 4 to 5 year olds 
registered within the district. Children attending the Universal Prekindergarten, Head Start 
classes, or those who are registered through the elementary school offi  ce receive books 
beginning in September. More than 5,000 books have been given out through this program to 
district children. The Foundation funds wellness programs through the schools, teaching safety 
awareness and self-defense for the students of the district, three scholarships to graduating 
seniors, and a defensive driving course for high school students at a reduced rate (also open to 
community residents at the full rate). The community walkway at the athletic stadium continues 
to be an ongoing project of the Foundation. The Foundation has also contributed funds on an 
ongoing basis to the After Prom Party, Freshman Seminar, and the various educational learning 
programs in the community through the elementary school. This year, the Sauquoit Valley 
Foundation contributed to the Community Pizza Garden at the Town of Paris Park and Friends 
and Neighbors.
 
Check out our website at www.sauquoitvalleyfoundation.org for upcoming events and, 
highlights of the 11th Annual Golf Tournament for 2015. The Board welcomes anyone interested 
in volunteering for current projects and those with ideas for new projects within the schools 
and the community.  Interested individuals can contact a Board member or use the “contact us” 
link on the website.

GET READY TO RUN, WALK AND HAVE FUN! The Sauquoit Valley Foundation's 2nd annual 
“Witch Way is the 5K?” run and walk is Sunday, October 25, 2015. This timed road race is a fun 
event within our own beautiful Sauquoit Valley! The walking course is redesigned this year 
based on feedback from participants! The children’s runs will include the “Beat the Principal” 
challenge again this year. A chicken barbeque will also be conducted and available for purchase 
at the Town Park on the day of the race. Mark your calendars and come join the fun! Volunteers 
are needed for this event, contact any Board member or log onto our website for planning 
meetings dates and times. REGISTRATION FOR THE RACE IS NOW OPEN ON THE WEBSITE!
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Department News

DEAR PARENTS
Our experience has shown that certain areas have 
more severe weather than others.

If any areas (upon inspection by school offi  cials) are 
not plowed or sanded and present a dangerous or 
impassable condition, our buses will not enter these 
areas (any road in the school district).  Parents who 
choose to transport their children may, of course, do 
so. If the road is passable at the end of the school day, 
we will bus the children home.

The Transportation Department would like to continue 
a procedure for all afternoon stops for our bus routes. 
As a standard practice we would like to have a parent/guardian/sitter/older sibling available and visible upon the arrival 
of our afternoon elementary buses. This would include both in-district students and students being delivered from other 
sites.  We do not want to rely on a “vehicle in the driveway” or a “garage door left open” as a sign that someone is home.

With visual confi rmation a driver, either regular or a substitute, would be secure in the knowledge that the children they 
drop off  will be able to gain access to their homes.  If buses have to wait in the road, it creates a problem for the student, 
the bus driver and the remainder of the students on the bus. The safety of your children, our students, is most important.

Bus Safety Is Most Important
School bus drivers are responsible for the safety of many young lives each day. Attention to school bus safety practices is essential if 
we are to maintain our excellent safety record. Parents are urged to review the following bus safety rules with their children before 
school begins.

 1. Students must give full cooperation to the bus driver. 

 2.  Students must be ready when the bus arrives, but standing well away from the road, at least 15 feet.

 3.  Students must wait until the bus has come to a complete stop and doors have opened before boarding. 

 4.  When students cross a road to board the bus, they must watch the bus driver for his/her signal 

that it is safe to cross the road.

 5.  When students cross a road after being discharged from the bus, they must cross at least 10 feet 

in front of the bus, watching the driver for his/her signal that it is safe to cross the road. (See Cross 

Safe image at right.)

 6.  Students should not eat or drink on the bus nor carry glass objects or containers on the bus.

 7.  Students should never walk along the side or to the rear of the bus.

 8.  The school bus is an extension of the school and all school rules and policies are in eff ect. Hence, 

good conduct rules require that students may not smoke, use bad language, fi ght or quarrel, change seats, or mark or deface the bus. 

Parents are reminded that any changes in the normal pickup or return schedule are to be made through the school offi  ce with a note 

from home.

 9.  Drivers may assign seats on the bus.
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Middle School (5-8) and 
High School (9-12) Routes

Bus Routes 
2015-2016

Bus routes have many 

changes, please read each 

route carefully.
 

In view of the large number of 
students and the routing diffi  culties 
involved, it is necessary that only 
one child care site other than the 
home be allowed. Students may 
not take the buses other than their 
home route or their preassigned 
child care route. Bus transfers will 
not be allowed for parties, going 
to a friend’s home after school, or 
more than one child care site.

The following are the bus routes 
for the beginning of this school 
year. The route numbers will be on 
the right side of the bus, do not use 
the bus number. A separate letter 
regarding bus schedules will notify 
all Special Education and Parochial 
students. Most students will return 
home on the same bus that they 
are routed on in the morning. If you 
have any concerns regarding pick-
up times or route numbers, please 
call the Bus Garage at 839-6318.

Please be advised that the bus 
routes listed are temporary at this 
time, changes or alterations may 
occur. If your child is to be placed 
on another bus, you will be notifi ed 
of the changes.

Students should be ready and 
waiting at their bus stop five 
minutes before the time of bus 
arrival. The bus should not hold 
up traffi  c to wait for your child to 
board the bus.

Route 2 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Sulphur Springs to Timian Rd. to 
Bray Rd., Tormey Rd., Rte. 12 South to Summit Rd. 
to Brennan Rd., Miller Rd., Doolittle Rd., Old Rte. 
12 , Shanley Rd., Fountain St., Maxwell Rd. , Rte. 12 
North to Burrmaster Rd., Snowden Hill Rd., Paris 
Green, Paris Hill Rd. to Oneida St.

PM. H/S & M/S: Same as the AM

Route 6
AM H/S & M/S

Pick ups start on Route 8 south from blinking 
light to Summit Rd. Summit Rd. to Greenscrossing 
Rd., Larson Rd., Larson Rd. to Rt 8 by (Firehouse) 
to Main St., Main St. to Reservoir Rd. To Sulphur 
Springs Rd., Sulphur Springs Rd. from Reservoir 
Rd. to Jaclyn Ave and Jennifer Lane, Sulphur Spr. 
Rd. from Jennifer Lane to access Rd. to schools.

PM H/S & M/S: Rt 6 H/S & M/S Jennifer Lane and 
Jaclyn Ave., Reservoir Rd. to Crooked Hill Rd., Rt. 
8 to Summit Rd. Cassville, Summit Rd. to Larson 
Rd. to Rt. 8, Rt. 8 to Main St. Cassville, Main St. to 
Reservoir Rd., to Sulphur Springs Rd.

Route 8
AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. from the High School 
to Orchard St. Orchard St. to Butler Rd., Butler Rd. 
to district line. Turn around on Butler Rd. back 
to Oneida St. Oneida St. to Willowbrook Lane, 
(including Willowbrook Lane,) back to Oneida 
St. from Willowbrook Lane to the High School. 
(Leisure Valley Trailer Pk.-on Oneida St. Including 
Emerald Hill & Sunrise Dr.)

PM H/S & M/S: Oneida St. from High School includ-
ing Leisure Valley Trailer Pk., Emerald Hill & Sunrise 
Dr., Oneida St. to Orchard St., Orchard Street. To 
Butler Rd. to district line, Butler Rd. to Oneida 
St., Oneida St. to Willowbrook Lane, including 
Willowbrook Lane, Oneida St from Willowbrook 
Lane  to the High School.

Route 10 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. at American Legion to 
Oxford Rd., Oxford Rd. to District Line. (Including 
Woodbrook Town Houses. Irving Ave. & Huxford 
Place, & Willowvale Ave.) Oneida St. from Oxford 
Rd. to Grange Hill Rd. 

PM H/S & M/S: Starts at American Legion the rest is 
the same as the AM.

Route 14 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. & Sulphur Springs Rd. 
Sulphur Spr. Rd. to the Elementary School only. 
Greens Crossing Rd. from Sulphur Spr. Rd. to Sum-
mit Rd., Summit Rd. to Doolittle Rd, Doolittle Rd. 
to Crooked Hill Rd. Crooked Hill Rd. to Oneida St. 
in Clayville. Main St. Clayville from Oneida St. to 
church Rd. Church Rd. to Mohawk St. (Including 
Gridley Blvd.)

PM H/S & M/S: same as the AM.

Route 16 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts at the corner of Mohawk St. and 
Loughlin Rd. Mohawk St. to Elm St. , Elm St. to 
Oneida St. (including Church St., Pear St., Hamilton 
St.-Group Stops)

PM H/S & M/S: same as AM.

Route 20 
AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Pinnacle Rd. & Oneida St. to Mo-
hawk St., Mohawk St. to Loughlin Rd. (including 
Mohawk St. Trailer Pk.) Loughlin Rd. to Eckhard 
Rd. Eckhard Rd. to Roberts Rd., Roberts Rd. from 
Eckhard to Bennett Rd. Bennett Rd. to Norwich 
Corners. Back down Pinnacle Rd. (including 
Griffi  th’s Pl. & Mill Pl.) to Oneida St.

PM H/S & M/S: Starts at Oneida St. and Pinnacle Rd. 
to Griffi  th & Mill Place Pinnacle to Mohawk St. to 
continue the same as the AM.

Bus Routes
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Elementary 
School (K-4) Routes

Route 2 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Sulphur Spr. Rd. to Timian 
Rd. to Bray Rd., Bray Rd. to, Tormey Rd. to RT 
12 South to Summit Rd. to Brennan Rd. Miller 
Rd. to Doolittle Rd. Old Rt. 12, Shanley Rd., 
Fountain St. and Maxwell Rd., Rt. 12 North to 
Burmaster to Snowden Hill Rd. Paris Green to 
Paris Hill Rd., to Oneida St.

PM E/S: same as the AM.

Route 6 
AM E/S

Pick ups start on Route 8 south from blinking 
light to Summit Rd. Summit Rd. to Canning 
Factory Rd. to

Summit Rd. to Larson Rd., Larson Rd. to Rt 8, 
Rt 8 to Main St., Main St. to Reservoir Rd. to 
Sulphur Spr. Rd. to the Elementary School 
including Jaclyn Ave and Jennifer Lane.

PM E/S: Drop off  starts at Jaclyn Ave and Jen-
nifer Lane. Reservoir Rd. from Sulphur Springs 
Rd. to Crooked Hill Rd., Rt. 8 from Crooked Hill 
Rd. to Summit Rd., Summit Rd. to Larson Rd., 
Larson Rd. from Rt. 8 to Main St. Cassville, Main 
St. to Reservoir Rd., Reservoir Rd. to Sulphur 
Springs  Rd.

Route 8 
AM E/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. from the High 
School to Orchard St. Orchard St. to Butler 
Rd., Butler Rd. to the district line turn around 
down Butler Rd. to Oneida St., Oneida St. From 
Butler Rd. to Willowbrook Lane, Willowbrook 
Lane to Emerald Hill Dr and Sunrise Dr. back 
to the High School. (Including – Leisure Valley 
Trailer Pk.-on Oneida St.)

PM E/S: Starts at Oneida St. from High School to 
Emerald Hill Dr. and Sunrise Dr., Leisure Valley

Trailer Pk. Then continue down Oneida St. to 
Orchard St. and Butler Rd. to District

Line., Butler Rd. to  Oneida St., Oneida St. to Wil-
lowbrook Lane, Oneida St. from Willowbrook 
Lane to High School.

Middle School (5-8) and 
High School (9-12) Routes 

Route 22 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts to Albany Rd., Albany Rd. to 
Haddad Rd. including Jackson Rd. Albany 
Rd. to Higby Rd.,

Hacadam Rd. to Roberts Rd. back to Norwich 
Corners to Graff enburg Rd. onto King Rd. 
King Rd. from

Campbell Rd. to Mohawk St. Mohawk St. 
from King Rd. to Pinnacle Rd.

PM H/S & M/S: Drop off  starts at Pinnacle and 
Mohawk St. , Mohawk St. to King Rd. King 
Rd. to

Campbell Rd. Albany Rd. to Haddad Rd. 
including Jackson Rd. Hacadam Rd. from 
Higby Rd. to Roberts Rd.

Route 24 

AM H/S & M/S 

Pick up starts at Rt. 8 @ Summit Rd.,Kehoe 
Rd. to Allan Rd., Cedar Lake Rd. Mohawk St, 
between Cedar Lake and King Rd., King Rd. 
between Mohawk and Holman City, Bird Rd., 
lower Morgan Rd., Rt. 8  between Crooked 
Hill Rd. & Morgan Rd,  Holman City between 
Rt. 8 and Oneida St.      

PM H/S & M/S: Reverse of AM- Start on Oneida 
St, to Holman City Rd. to Morgan Rd. etc.

                                                                                          

Route 26 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts at Graff enburg Rd. to Mallory 
Rd. Graff enburg to Higby Rd., sHigby Rd. to 
McIntyre Rd.

McIntyre Rd. to Bouck Rd. King Rd. from 
Norwich Corners to Campbell Rd. including 
Cobane Rd.

Campbell Rd. from King Rd. to Pinnacle Rd.

PM H/S & M/S: Drop off  starts on Campbell 
Rd. to King Rd. King Rd. from Campbell Rd. 
to Norwich

Corners (including Cobane Rd.,) Graff enburg 
Rd. to Higby Rd. (including Mallory Rd. & 

Higby Rd. to McIntyre Rd. McIntyre Rd. to 
Bouck Rd. , McIntyre Rd. to Albany Rd.

Route 28 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Grange Hill Rd. from Oneida 
St. to district line, Red Hill Rd. from Oneida 
St. to district line, Hand Place to lower Rob-
erts Rd., up Roberts Rd. from Oneida St. to 
district line.

PM H/S & M/S: is the same as AM.

Route 30 
AM H/S & M/S 

Pick up starts on Stone Rd. from Rt 8 & Stone 
Rd., to Holman City Rd., Holman City Rd. to 
Mohawk St., Mohawk St. to Cedar Lake Rd. , 
Cedar Lake to Holman City Rd., Holman City 
Rd. from Cedar Lake Rd. to Rt 8. Oneida St. 
from Clayville Village Line, to Lake St., Lake 
St. to Main St. Clayville.

PM H/S & M/S: Drop off starts at Rt 8 and 
Holman City Rd. Holman City Rd. to Cedar 
Lake Rd. to

Mohawk St. , Mohawk St. to Holman City Rd. 
to Holman City Rd. to Stone Rd. Oneida St. 
Clayville from Clayville Village line to Lake St.

Route 32 

AM H/S & M/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. from Willow-
brook Lane to Pleasant View Dr. including 
Valley Place. Oneida St. from Pleasant View 
to the American Legion Post on Oneida St. 
Bleachery Ave and Brookside Mobile Manor, 
Oneida St. from Grange Hill Rd. to Willow-
brook Lane. Including Florence Court and 
Kay Circle.

PM H/S & M/S: is the same as the AM.
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Elementary School (K-4) Routes cont'd

Route 10 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. @ American Legion 
to Oxford Rd. to District Line. (Including Wood-
brook Town Houses, Irving Ave. & Huxford Place, 
Willowvale Ave.) Oneida St. from Oxford Rd. to 
Grange Hill Rd.

PM E/S: same as the AM.

Route 14
AM E/S

Pick up starts at Green Crossing Rd., Green 
Crossing Rd. to Summit Rd., Summit Rd. to 
Crooked Hill Rd., Crooked Hill Rd. to Oneida St. 
Clayville, Main Street from Oneida St. to Church 
Rd., Church Rd. from Main to Gridley Blvd., 
Church Rd. to Holman City Rd. to Mohawk St., 
Sulphur Springs Rd. from Oneida St. to Elem. 
School.

PM E/S: Drop off  starts at lower Sulphur Springs 
Rd. from Elem School to Oneida St., the rest of 
run is the same as the AM run.

Route 16 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Mohawk St. at Loughlin Rd., 
Mohawk St. to Elm St., Elm St. to Church St. 
to Brooks Lane , Elm St. from Brooks Lane to 
Oneida St. (including School St., Hamilton St. & 
Pear St. with Group Stops.)

PM E/S: same as the AM.

Route 20 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Pinnacle Rd. and Oneida St., 
Pinnacle Rd. to Mohawk St., Mohawk St. to 
Loughlin Rd., (including Mohawk St. Trailer 
Pk- & Pine Circle) to Eckhard Rd., Eckhard Rd. 
to Roberts Rd.,

Roberts Rd. to Bennett Rd, Roberts Rd. from 
Bennett Rd. to Norwich Corners Pinnacle Rd. 
from Norwich to Oneida St.

PM E/S: same as the AM.

Route 22 

AM E/S

Pick up starts at Roberts Rd. & Albany Rd., Al-
bany Rd. to Higby Rd., Higby Rd. from Albany 
Rd. to district line. Higby Rd. back to Albany Rd. 
to Haddad Rd. (including Jackson Rd. ) Hacadam 
Rd. to Roberts Rd., King Rd. from Campbell Rd. 
to Mohawk St., Mohawk St. to Pinnacle Rd.

PM E/S: Reverse of AM run.

Route 24 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Rt. 8 between Morgan Rd. & 
Crooked Hill Rd., Kehoe Rd., Allen Rd., Mohawk 
St. between Holman City Rd. & King Rd., Cedar 
Lake Rd., King Rd. between Mohawk and Hol-
man City Rd., Griffi  th Pl. & Mill Pl., Holman City 
Rd. between Rt. 8 & Oneida St. 

PM E/S: Reverse of AM run.

Route 26 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Roberts Rd. from Bennett Rd. 
to Brigham Rd. (District Line- Including Brown 
Rd. & Butcher Rd.) Bennett Rd. from Albany Rd. 
to district line, McIntyre Rd., Bouck Rd. Higby Rd. 
from McIntyre Rd. to Graff enburg Rd. , Graff en-
burg Rd. to Mallory Rd. Graff enburg Rd. from 
Mallory Rd. to Norwich Corners. King Rd. to 
Campbell Rd. , Including Cobane Rd. Campbell 
Rd. to Pinnacle Rd.

PM E/S: Drop off starts at Campbell Rd. and 
Pinnacle Rd., Campbell Rd. from Pinnacle Rd. 
to King Rd., King Rd. from Campbell Rd. to Nor-
wich Corners. (Including Cobane Rd.,) Roberts 
Rd. from

Bennett Rd. to district line (including Brown Rd. 
and Butcher Rd. ) Bennett Rd. from Albany Rd. to

district line. McIntyre Rd. to Bouck Rd. McIntyre 
Rd. from Bouck Rd. to Higby Rd. Higby Rd. from

McIntyre Rd. to Graff enburg Rd., Graff enburg 
Rd. to Roberts Rd. including Mallory Rd.

Route 28 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Grange Hill Rd. to district 
line, Red Hill Rd. to district line, Hand Place to 
lower Roberts Rd. Roberts Rd. from Oneida St. 
to district line.

PM E/S: same as the AM.

Route 30 

AM E/S

Pick up Starts at Holman City Rd. and Rt 8, 
Holman City Rd. to Church Rd., & Gridley Blvd., 
Holman City from Church Rd. to Cedar Lake 
Rd., Cedar Lake Rd. to Mohawk St., Mohawk St. 
to Holman City Rd., Holman City Rd. to Stone 
Rd., Stone Rd. to Rt 8, Oneida St. from Clayville 
village line to Lake St., to Morgan Rd. Oneida St. 
from Morgan Rd. to Rt 8.

PM E/S: same as the AM.

Route 32 

AM E/S

Pick up starts on Oneida St. from Willowbrook 
Lane & Oneida St. to Pleasant View Dr. and 
Valley Pl.

Oneida St. from Valley Pl. to the American Le-
gion in Chadwicks. Bleachery Ave and Brookside 
M. Manor, Oneida St. from Grange Hill Rd. to 
Florence Court and Kay Circle. Oneida St. from 
Florence Court to Willowbrook Lane.
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Sauquoit Valley Central School believes that one of the most important 
ways in which we can help our children perform better in their classrooms 
is to provide them with the nutrition necessary for the healthy growth of 
their minds and bodies. Therefore, we provide breakfast and/or lunch in 
our school every day. 

We invite all students to show their support for their school food service 
program through frequent participation. Students may buy lunch for $2.25 
and/or breakfast for $1.00.

Children from households that meet federal income guidelines (outlined on 
page 16) are eligible for free meals or reduced price meals. Reduced price 
meals cost each eligible student 25¢ for lunch and 25¢ for breakfast. To apply 
for free or reduced price meals, complete the enclosed application, sign it 
and return it to the school as soon as possible - anytime after August 1. (If 
your family receives public assistance, you will most likely be approved for 
free meals through Direct Certifi cation process.) Please refer to the guidelines 
contained in this letter when completing the application. 

1. Do I need to fi ll out an application for each child?
No, Complete the application to apply for free or reduced 
price meals. Use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Application for all students in your household. We cannot 
approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fi ll 
out all required information. Return the completed application 
to your child’s school.
 
2. Who can get free meals?
All children in households receiving benefi ts from SNAP, the 
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations or TANF, can 
get free meals regardless of your income. Also, your children can 
get free meals if your household’s gross income is within the 
free limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines.

3. Can foster children get free meals?
Yes, foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a 
foster care agency or court, are eligible for free meals. Any foster 
child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of 
income.

4. Can homeless, runaway and migrant children get free 
meals?
Yes, children who meet the defi nition of homeless, runaway, 
or migrant qualify for free meals. If you haven’t been told your 
children will get free meals, please call 738-0848 to see if they 
qualify.

Dear Parent, 
 The 2015-2016 school year is rapidly approaching 

for your child(ren). We, the School Food Service staff , 

welcome your child back for another year here at 

Sauquoit Valley Central School District.

 If I may take a moment of your time, I would 

like to explain to you about the importance of fi lling 

out the free/reduced price meal application in this 

packet. Whether you feel that you may qualify or not, 

you may benefi t by completing this application.

 If you qualify, obviously you will save money. 

For instance, if you qualify for free meals, you will 

save the price of a full-price lunch, which is $2.25 in 

all schools, and/or breakfast, which is $1.00 in those 

schools that run a breakfast program. Similarly, if 

you qualify for reduced price meals, you will have to 

pay only $.25 for your child’s lunch and/or breakfast. 

Over the course of the school year, these savings will 

become sizeable, and further magnifi ed for each 

additional child you have in the school district.

IMPORTANT: Please remember that while your child 

may have received free/reduced price meals this past 

school year, BE AWARE THAT YOU MUST REAPPLY ANNUALLY 
FOR THESE BENEFITS TO CONTINUE.
 

 Therefore, I encourage you to take a few minutes 

and complete this application, and submit anytime 

after August 1st to: School Food Service Offi  ce, c/o 

Perry Jr. HS, 9499 Weston Rd. New Hartford, NY 13413. 

You can fi nd out the status of your application by 

calling the School Food Service offi  ce at 738-0848, 

Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 

p.m. Thank you.

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas P.  Pfisterer
Director, School Food Services 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART
(Eff ective July 1, 2015- June 30, 2016)

Household

Size
Annual Month

Twice-

Monthly
Bi-Weekly Weekly

1 21,775 1,815 908 838 419

2 29,471 2,456 1,228 1,134 567

3 37,167 3,089 1,549 1,430 715

4 44,863 3,739 1,870 1,726 863

5 52,559 4,380 2,190 2,022 1,011

6 60,255 5,022 2,511 2,318 1,159

7 67,951 5,663 2,832 2,614 1,307

8 75,647 6,304 3,152 2,910 1,455

*For each

 additional add:
7,696 642 321 296 148

5. Who can get reduced price meals? 
Your children can get low cost meals if your household income is 
within the reduced price limits on the Federal Eligibility Income 
Chart, shown on this application.

6. Should I fi ll out an application if I received a letter this 

school year saying my children are approved for free meals? 

Please read the letter you got carefully and follow the 
instructions. Call 738-0848 if you have questions.

7. My child's application was approved last year. Do I need to 

fi ll out another one? 
Yes. Your child’s application is only good for that school year and 
for the fi rst 30 days of this school year. You must send in a new 
application unless the school told you that your child is eligible 
for the new school year.

8. I get WIC, can my child(ren) get free meals? 

Children in households participation in WIC may be eligible for 
free or reduced price meals. Please fi ll out a Free Reduced Price 
Meal Application.

9. Will the information I give be checked? 

Yes, and we may also ask you to send written proof.

10. If I don’t qualify now, may I apply later? 

Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For 
example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes 
unemployed may become eligible for free or reduced price meals 
if the household income drops below the income limit.

11. What if I disagree with the school’s decision about my 

application? 

You should talk to school offi  cials. You also may ask for a hearing 
by calling 738-0848.

12. May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. 

citizen? 
Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be U.S. citizens to 
qualify for free or reduced price meals.

13. Who should I include as members of my household? 

You must include all people living in your household, related 
or not (such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who 
share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all 
children living with you. If you live with other people who are 
economically independent (for example, people who you do not 
support, who do not share income with you or your children, and 
who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them.

14. What if my income is not always the same? 

List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you 
normally make $1,000 each month, but you missed some work 
last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1,000 
per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not 
include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost 
a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current 
income.
 
15. We are in the military. Do we include our housing 

allowance as income? 

If you get an off -base housing allowance, it must be included as 
income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing 
Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as 
income.

16. My spouse is deployed to a combat zone, is his/her 

combat pay counted as income? 

No, if the combat pay is received in addition to his/her basic pay 
because of his/her deployment and it wasn’t received before he/
she was deployed, combat pay is not counted as income. Contact 
your school for more information.

17. My family needs more help, are there other programs we 

might apply for? To fi nd out how to apply for SNAP or other 
assistance benefi ts, contact your local assistance offi  ce or call 
1-800-342-3009.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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How to Apply: To get free or reduce price meals for your children you may submit an Eligibility Letter for Free Meals received from the 

NYS Education Department, OR carefully complete one application for your household and return it to the designated offi  ce. If you now receive 
SNAP, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) for any children, or participate in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), 
the application must include the children’s names, the household foodstamp, TANF or FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult household 
member. All children should be listed on the same application. If you do not list a food stamp, TANF or FDPIR case number for all the children for 
whom you are applying, the application must include the names of everyone in the household, the amount of income each household member, and 
how often it is received and where it comes from. It must include the signature of an adult household member and the last four digits of that adult’s 
social security number, or check the box if the adult does not have a social security number. An application that is not complete cannot be approved. 
Contact your local Department of Social Services for your food stamp or TANF case number or complete the income portion of the application.

Reporting Changes: The benefi ts that you are approved for at the time of application are eff ective for the entire school year. You no longer need 
to report changes for an increase in income or decrease in household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP.

Income Exclusions: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for 
costs incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program.

Nondiscrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the 
bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, 
familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected 
genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to 
all programs and/or employment activities.)
 If you wish to fi le a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), 
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.html, or at any USDA offi  ce, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also 
write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Director, Offi  ce of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at 
program.intake@usda.gov.
 Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you wish to fi le either an EEO or program complaint please 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).
 USDA is an equal opportunity employer.

Meal Service to Children with Disabilities: Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children with a 
disability which may restrict their diet. A student with a disability is defi ned in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or 
mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities. Major life activities are defi ned to include functions such as caring 
for one’s self, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working. You must request the special meals 
from the school and provide the school with medical certifi cation from a medical doctor. If you believe your child needs substitutions because of a 
disability, please get in touch with us for further information, as there is specifi c information that the medical certifi cation must contain.

Confi dentiality: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/
guardian consent, to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title I and the National 
Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP), which are United States Department of Education programs used to determine areas such as the allocation 
of funds to schools, to evaluate socioeconomic status of the school’s attendance area, and to assess education progress. Information may also be 
released to State health or State education programs administered by the State agency or local nutrition programs similar to the National School 
Lunch Program. Additionally, all information contained in the free and reduced price application may be released to persons directly connected 
with the administration or enforcement of programs authorized under the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including 
the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Special Milk Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer Food Service 
Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Woman Infants and Children (WIC); the Comptroller General of the United States 
for audit purposes, and federal, State or local law enforcement offi  cials investigating alleged violation of the programs under the NSLA or CNA.

Reapplication: You may apply for benefi ts any time during the school year. Also, if you are not eligible now, but during the school year become 
unemployed, have a decrease in household income, or an increase in family size you may request and complete an application at the time.

The disclosure of eligibility information not specifi cally authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian. 
We will let you know when your application is approved or denied.

Sincerely,       
Thomas P. Pfi sterer, R.D. 
Director, School Food Services 
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No
Income

2015-2016 APPLICATION FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE SCHOOL MEALS/MILK
To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for you household, sign your name 
and return it to your child's school or mail directly to: BOCES School Food Services, Perry Junior High School, Weston Road, New Hartford, NY 13413. Call the 
School Food Service Offi  ce at 738.0848, Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. if you need help. Additional names may be listed on a separate sheet of paper.

1.  List all children in your household who attend school:

1. ________________________

2. ________________________

3. ________________________

4. ________________________

5. ________________________

6. ________________________

7. ________________________

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _____/______

$ _____/______

$ _____/______

$ _____/______

$ _____/______

$ _____/______

$ _____/______

Amount/How Often Amount/How Often Amount/How Often

Name of Household Member
LIST EVERYONE EMPLOYED OR NOT

Earnings From Work Before 
Deductions

2. SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefi ts:
If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefi ts, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 5, and sign the application.

Name:  _________________________________________________  CASE #  ______________________________________

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered 'yes' to step 2)

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income).
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself ) even if they do not recieve income. For each Household Member listed, if they do receive 
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only. If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’. If you enter ‘0’ or leave any 
fi elds blank, you are certifying (promising that there is no income to report.

Amount/How Often

Child Support,
Alimony

Pension, Retirement
Payments

Other Income, 
Social Security

4.  SIGNATURE: An adult household member MUST sign the application and provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or   
mark the "I do not have a SS# box" before it can be approved.
I certify (promise) that all of the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. I understand that the information is being given 
so the school will get federal funds; the school offi  cials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under 
applicable State and federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefi ts.

Signature:  __________________________________________________  Date:  ______________

Email Address:  _______________________________________________  Last Four Digits Of Social Security Number: ***-**-__ __ __ __

Home Telephone:  ______________ Work Telephone: _____________ Home Address:  __________________________________________________

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY
Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on an application)

 Weekly X 52; Every 2 Weeks (Bi-Weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly x 12

SNAP/TANF/Foster 
 Income Household: Total Household Income / How Often: ___________/__________ Household Size: _____________________ 
 Free Meals Reduced Price Meals Denied/Paid 

Date Notice Sent: _____________________ Signature of Reviewing Offi  cial:  _________________________________________________

Student Name Grade/TeacherSchool Foster Child No Income

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

$ _______/_______

I do not have a SS#

Total Household Members (Children and Adults)
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